RABBI SHELOMOH YITZCHAKI—RASHI
RYN—RMLS NP 20

born: Troyes, France, 1040

died: Troyes, France, 1105

Known as Rashi, the acronym formed of the first letters
of his name. Greatest of all the commentators.

Rashi's greatness as a commentator is unparalleled;
his words are studied daily by students and scholars, in
the yeshivah and in the Jewish home,

He traced his ancestry through the Tanna'im
(teachers of Mishnah) Rabbi Yochanan HaSandler and
Hillel the Elder back to King David. He received his
early talmudic training from his father, Rabbi Yitzchak.
At a young age he went to Worms, Germany, to
broaden his knowledge under Rabbi Yaakov ben Yakar.
At age 25 he returned to his native Troyes, as a highly
respected and prominent talmudist. Out of great humil-
ity he refused to accept a rabbinic post. He wrote his
commentaries and was a teacher, earning his livelihcod
as a wine merchant, :

Rashi’'s commentary on the Torah is included in
virtually all editions of the Chumash (Pentateuch). In a
clear and concise style he gave both the simple meaning
of the text and its homiletic interpretation, based on
Talmud and Midrash, He explained the text phrase by
phrase, often commenting on grammatical anomalies
and translating difficult words into Old French. Besides
his Torah commentary, he also wrote a commentary on
the Prophets and Writings. '

Rashi's work has become a part of Jewish life, the
favorite commentary of the common man and scholar
alike. A measure of Rashi's greatness is the fact that
about 200 books have been written, probing his words,

His commentary to the Talmud (see pages 61-65) is
a masterpiece of clarity and brevity. Without it, the
Talmud would be a closed book, Rashi gently takes the'
student by the hand, guiding him through the maze of
complex forms of reasoning, obscure concepts, and
knotty legal arguments. In clear and simple Hebrew, he
clarifies the talmudic text, almost line by line, antici-

Rabbi Shelomch Yitzchaki, Rashi.

pating the difficulties the student will encounter. It can
be said without exaggeration that Rashi is the master
commentator and foremost teacher of the Jewish peo-
ple.
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