Rabbi Rashi Simon

born: Spever, Germany, c. 1150
died: Regensburg, Germany, 1217
Ethicist, kabbalist.

Rabbi Yehudah HeChasid’s father, who led a famous
yeshivah in Speyer, instructed him in the kabbalistic
teachings. Although he possessed vast talmudic knowl-
edge, he emphasized piety and the mystical meaning of
prayer and led a life of self-denial and fasting. His
pureness of heart and fear of God are evident in his
work, Sefer Chasidim," which was highly acclaimed. It
covers all aspects of Jewish life. Capturing the stu-
dent’s attention with parables and anecdotes taken from
daily life, he imparts the most profound concepts of
ethics, prayer with concentration, philosophical themes
such as reward and punishment and Divine justice, and
laws for day-to-day living, such as Shabbat and Festi-
val laws. The work has remained a favorite classic.
Here and there we find in Sefer Chasidim instructions
based on Kabbalah, rather than Halachah, that have
gained acceptance, such as the custom to refrain from
marrying a woman with the same name as one’s
mother. The beautiful hymn, “Shir HaKavod”—Song
of Glory—beginning with the words Anim Zemirot
(Pleasant Psalms), has been attributed to Rabbi Ye-
hudah HeChasid. It is recited at the conclusion of the
morning service on Shabbat and Festivals. Because of
the hymn’s great holiness, the Ark is opened. A number
of Rabbi Yehudah HeChasid’s writings still exist in
manuscript form.

Excerpts from his Will and Testament:

12. Don’t visit the same grave twice on one day.

15. Don’t weep excessively for a deceased person.
There are three davs for weeping. seven days
for eulogizing, thirty days for mourning . . .
beyond that God says, “Don’t be more merciful
than I am.”

26. A person should not marry his deceased wife’s
sister, unless he has small children and she has
pity on them.

30. Don't celebrate the weddings of two of your
children on the same day.

RABBI YEHUDAH HECHASID

700 a7 239

Q707 00 oy

JTPRR MEn BN TYNY POV PR ROM CTAR DARR 1IN D% [a) ADVER
¥ AMTEL ARwRUTE e Mimm TR W omG mp b oN3 Amm b ow Yan
AT ANERYT OX NN P2 NDR AP MM ana e ane B 1 AP
W ¥ oAb TR @0 FW Y T 1D AneT owa mip Dy B M A3 W
DR P WA T 2 [e] Ten | a3 YR VM Ahea BER maw g
210¥ TR Y MR TR KW CWT QMR ‘2191 L) 0NER WE T B0n
P08 7127 RO ATR mPY 1T W X W ANI R OTR NEH M Y AR
(@7 n7s pebnm) RS A pet A% 41 137 ®IW D ANA W AMRR R Inw
NI R MW D (7B Ap) RN MY 1T U oTh R}V v [m] 2
¥y twrbob ] VIRKD 1D (3) TN M P T Pl oo B
mhUAw ATR XEN 3§ 4R MY M me P DD 2 PRt W owmn
TOOCN % MERTE) DAST WIS PADR RYTY 1M DR OIY? TRE 6D
v 0¥y BR peRa HYR TR BITIERY DOBT MR
™o vt (W) Cnn DR Sp v anb owEn \exw 3T v o NEN
(9 '3 ") PNgn RS BONNAI @3AOR Abs wiph rh o Bvan
(3] A% AR BWE VRY P DR MY TRY TN YR MWW M yIea iTh NS
DT OMATT DR ODUPET PR 2 PPMD MR NROpA ] Nmtw am
wrbgh ATR W0 AT M pn 1) e amby awe e ) o7 one
®oa m [n] Y WaT WY WO YR wn ox xen @7 et W
SIM L[ mn B3R oMsy D NN 3w APy amd mh W ] o

gL oy Am2
™3 PRI WM TP WP YT @ ST P93 v gmd  awyp @IpURY nam mar
[and @ D oma memE Y am 8UWT W N T RUD BIn AR

Rny 8 M3 VP A ah mw wee Wa
4°ay v 97 A3 W1 MErd aama Aanes at
« PUTM AP DIURT M@ PRMT YOS BTN

npr omn Beha b YR oam aer
JPhyR IMET ST

T80 PR

vema (8] 72 TR AR ARGI 27D PR R Aon WOR: AP MR 1 mWm [
mph Bp Y oM DI w3 T MTIP TR OPER AN BP0 WM QT amvum
@R DY MW Y UM B0 NI BN 0T WpIE DEN PR OSTIR NEP 0Pl N ety
AMTY 7B 0 1°M nenm IR WuE oy [ 0—30 70 nDl pa hMw R L,pen TR

2 MUY uBp MA3 P () 3 770 MBI [P Attp 7D 3 TY end ia
AD TR YIEE TII MW OTEI Y 4 8 NI YR 2 3ty omaw oy M) AP
M EmhE YR TIY RV AT M Ay am Rk MR 9 pear wm y A
3 %0 noT 3 [0 43 AF TR Y [3] 4307 0 M3 () ateen o0 1eab Seeen
Bemp M A1 SOTHT W2 OW AT MR O WD XMy 2 yR atm
723 PROT VT TYF RIT ARY W IAS WIAM TR MDY WTRS B 0 078 WEe nms
RBWE RV MM TeR YRR 93 ‘¥ [ 0TI R OWWD OATA AMP M ETY PEn
M Em 0P nNwn Ty mibep T Rd AvEp oa Y W Raw 2D mam
1PYE O'AD AAIBY TB TR ATT 1SR PN '3 NMIPM T'D 70 1A BOY 17 B0 Ben
™y AP D AT ATRR Y () Q70T W 3T MR PP TR 079 M 8 %

Page of Sefer Chasidim, by Rabbi Yehudah HeChasid. From
the new annotated edition published by Mossad Harav Kook.
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You should not designate the same person as
sandek (the one who holds the baby during
circumecision) for more than one of your chil-
dren.

45. Don’t cut down a fruit-bearing tree.

46. Don’t write in a book. “This book belongs
<7 to . . .7 Just write your name, omitting “This
book belongs to s

Excerpt from Sefer Chasidim, par. 117

A Jew who hears that people are taking him
non-Jew must declare, “I am a Jew.” We lear
from Moses. He said to God, “Since I do not m
enter the Promised Land, let my bones be buried
Just as Joseph's bones are buried in the Land of Is
Said the Holy One, Blessed is He, “He who ack
edges his nationality will be buried in his co
Joseph, who deciared “For I was kidnapped fro
land of the Hebrews’ (Genesis 40:15), is buried
Land of Israel. But you remained silent when you
it said about yourself, ‘An Egyptian rescued us
the shepherds’ (Exodus 2:19).% You did not say.
a Hebrew." Therefore, your bones will not ent
Land of Israel.”

Excerpt from Sefer Chasidim, par. 377

If a goodhearted person married a convert v
goodhearted, modest, and benevolent, then it is
to marry one of their children than to marry a Je:
does not possess these qualities, because the off
of the convert will be tzaddikim (righteous) anc
people.

Excerpt from Sefer Chasidim, par. 514

It is written. “If not. say so. and I will go to th
or to the left” (Genesis 24:49)." This verse teac
that if someone is courting a girl who reje
advances and does not wish to marry him and te
s0, he should not pursue the matter. but should
diately turn his attention to another prospective |

Excerpt from Sefer Chasidim, par. 1062

if you see two people whispering into each othe:
control your curiosity and don’t ask them what
they are telling each other, lest you make liars
them. If they would have wanted you to know
would have told you. Since obviously they don
to share their confidences with you, they will tel
lie.



