Rabbi Rashi Simon

born: Cologne, Germany, c. 1275

died: Toledo, Spain, 1343

Popularly referred to as the Tur. Halachist, Torah
commentator.

Rabbi Yaakov, the third son of Rosh, studied under
his father and under his older brother, Rabbi Yechiel.
On the heels of the Rindfleisch persecutions he and his
father fled Germany, arriving in Spain in 1306. After
living for a few years with his brother Yechiel in
Barcelona, he moved to Toledo, where his father
served as rabbi. In 1329 Rabbi Yaakov wrote regarding
Germany: “It is forbidden for a person to even traverse
a place of mortal danger, let alone to live in the land of
blood. . . . Anyone who succeeds in bringing a per-
son out from there (Germany) is considered as having
saved a Jewish soul.” He lived in dire poverty, but
refused to accept a rabbinical post, preferring studying
and writing. After his father’s death he was appointed
as judge in the ber din (religious court) in Toledo.
Rabbi Yaakov wrote a commentary on the Torah that is
an extract of the commentaries of Rashi, Ramban, Ibn
Ezra, Redak, and others. He prefaced each weekly
portion with comments based on gematrias' and allu-
sions. These prefaces are printed in most editions of the
Chumash under the title Baal Haturim. His most
important work is the Arba’ah Turim (Four Rows).? It
is a summary of all halachot and serves as the basic text
for the 'study of Halachah to this day. It is popularly
referred to as the Tur. Rabbi Yosef Karo wrote his
great commentary, Bet Yosef, on the Tur and patterned
his Shulchan Aruch on the Tur’s system of classifying
halachot
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Rabbi Yaakov Baal Haturim, the Tur.
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THE LEARNING CONNEGTION

R' Yaakov left Germany in 5063/1303 with his father and settled in Barcelona,
After a time, he moved to a community outside-Toledo where his oldest brother,
R' Yechiel, served as rabbi, He lived in his brother's house there for a few years,
until R' Yechiel's passing. In 5074/1314, R’ Yaakov took up residence with his
father and brothers — R’ Shlomo, R' Yehudah, R’ Elyakim, R' Shimon — in
Toledo, Throughout those years, R' Yaakov was unable to earn enough to support
his family and constantly had to turn to others for financial assistance, R’ Yaakov
served on the Toledo beis din (rabbinical court), yet, despite his poverty, refused
to accept a wage for any service that he rendered to the community.

Very little is known about R' Yaakov's marriage and children, He did have at
least one son and one daughter, His son, R' Shlomo, was a modest God-fearing
scholar, who passed away in Nissan of 5109/1349, R' Yaakov's daughter is known
to have been selfless and tireless in her efforts to support her family so that her
husband and sons could dedicate themselves to lifelong Torah study.

Atsome point late in his life, R' Yaakov left Toledo. (According to one report he
set out for the Holy Land, but passed away en route, on the Aegean island of
Chios.) After his passing, his remains were brought to Toledo where he was laid to

rest on 12 Tammuz 5103/1343, In the family plot in Toledo, near his father and
four of his brothers,

Because this work is mostly a condensed version of the Ramban's commen-
tary, R' Yaakov writes, "l have not often mentioned the Ramban's name [in
quoting from his work], for most [of my words| are his, So [ have not mentioned
him [by name] except where the context demanded it.” Once again, as is his wont
in his halachic writings, here too, R’ Yaakov allows his original comments to slip
unobtrusively into the work.

After writing this commentary, R' Yaakov, “saw fit to include, at the beginning
of each weekly sidra, condiments — such as gematriaos and interpretations of
masoretic notes — to whet the mind's appetite,” Yet it was this series of prefaces
to the sidros that were first printed, originally as a separate volume (Con-
stantinople, 1514; and Venice, 1544; see pp. xxii-xxv below) and later as part of
most editlons of the Chumash. This afterthought to R' Yaakov's commentary
became known as the Baal HaTurim, and, if the number of editions is any
indication, is one of the most popular Torah commentaries ever written.



Q nhv — ALADDER.! The gematria of this word (130) Is equal to that of the phrase
192951 K2 1), this refers to the throne of glory. '

Q n%p — A LADDER." The gematria of o (136) is equal to that of %tp, sound,
voice, '** For the sound of the prayers of the righteous serves as a ladder upon
which the angels may ascend.? This is similar to the incident of the angel who as-
cended in the flame of {Manoah's] offering,'? for prayer is tantamount to the Altar
service." Therefore, whoever focuses his intent upon his prayers causes the ladder
to be complete with all its rungs, and they, i.e., the angels, are able to ascend.'*

Q oY%p — ALADDER, The gematria of 1o (136) is equal to that of 1wy, money, and
of Wy, poverty. ¥ For, [as it is stated regarding wealth,] He lowers this one and He
raises that one (Psalms 75:8).'¢

Q nbp — ALADDER, This word has the same letters as the word %y, idol, for God
showed Jacob a prophecy of his offspring worshiping idols.!”

] ngq 137 — AND BEHOLDI ALADDER, The gematria of this phrase (196) is equal to
that of yp), and the end, ® for God showed Jacob the appointed time for the end
of the exiles."

O nYv — ALADDER. The gematria of this word (130) is equal to that of *yv, Sinal, 20
for God showed Jacob the [Israelites] standing at Mount Sinai.?!

Q 2yp oy — A LADDER STANDING. The gematria of 2yn 01w (268) is equal to that
of 1237, His Charlot, 22

Q 2y» — STANDING. The masoretic note, 3, means that this word appears three
times in the Tanach: (i) here, (i) Dpwa “Wx 2¥n 119K, the Plain of the Standing Stone
which was in Shechem (Judges 9:6); and (iii) 2yn 72y 'y, and will attack you
with a standing siege-tower (/saiah 29:3). This implies that God showed Jacob
the entry [of his descendants] into the Land of Israel, as alluded to by the
Standing Stone which was in Shechem, for this was the first place that they
conquered.?? And the exile also began there,?* as alluded to in the verse, and
will attack you with a standing siege-tower.

Q n%p — ALADDER. The letters of this word can be rearranged to spell oY, as a
tributary, for God hinted to Jacob about the exile.*
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Baal Haturim, a popular commentary on the Torah by Rabbi
Yaakov Baal Haturim, which concentrates on finding signif-
jcant meaning in.the numerical value of words. From

Mikra' ot Gedolot.



