
PURIM 5781—SPECIAL HALAKHIC GUIDELINES 

 when Adar arrives, we increase our joy. A popular passage from the Mishna – ”משנכנס אדר מרבין בשמחה“

(Ta’anis 29a) but not always easy to fulfil—particularly this year. We must balance the imperative of 

simcha and fulfilling the mitzvos of Purim, without endangering our health, nor that of others. 

As at all times during this baleful contagion, we must comply with the law and medical advice, as well 

using as our own common sense. Anyone who is in quarantine, has COVID symptoms or is COVID-positive 

and therefore cannot fulfil any of these mitzvos, is halakhically absolved from the obligation to do so. Do 

not compromise your health, and potentially that of others, in the cause of Pyrrhic mitzvah observance (to 

borrow a metaphor).  

Shabbos Parashas Zachor  

Every Jewish adult has an obligation to hear the reading of Parashas Zachor, which records Amalek’s 

spiteful attack on the Jewish people on their way out of Egypt. In this way we fulfil the mitzvah of 

remembering Amalek and obliterating their name. The correct and preferred way to fulfil this mitzvah is by 

listening to Parashas Zachor read from a Sefer Torah with a minyan this coming Shabbos (20 February 

2021). 

For one who is unable to attend shul, some authorities endorse simply reading Parashas Zachor (Dt. 25:17-

19) from a printed Chumash. To “cover all the bases” read it in Hebrew and in English both. Some 

authorities maintain that one can also fulfil his or her obligation by listening to the Torah reading on Purim 

morning (Ex. 17:8-16). (This option, of course, is only useful for one who will attend on Purim but not on 

Shabbos.) 

Zecher l’Machatzis HaShekel 

During Temple Times, all shared in the public service in the Beis ha-Mikdash by donating a half-Shekel 

annually. Nowadays, as we sadly are no longer able to do so, the minhag is to donate 3 half coins of the 

realm in remembrance of this mitzvah. Some do this on behalf of each member of the family. It is not 

necessary to actually directly lift the coins to fulfil this minhag. You can donate funds for zecher l’machtzis 

hashekel via the Kesher website here. Mark your donation “recall the half-shekel mitzvah”. 

Ta’anis Esther – Thursday, 25th February 2021 

Anyone who is healthy should fast as usual. If you are ill in any way or are finding fasting difficult, you 

should not fast. No one who has tested positive for COVID, or who has even mild symptoms, should fast. 

This year, one who is attending a late megillah reading is permitted to have a light snack beforehand. (Fast 

begins at 5:43am and ends at 6:15pm.) 

Purim - Thursday night 25th February – Friday 26th February 

Megillas Esther 

Both men and women are obligated to hear megillah, both at night (after 6:15pm) and during the day. 

(Contrary to common perception, the daytime reading is actually more important.) At Kesher, social 

distancing and other established COVID-era protocols will be in effect. The marquee will be available for 

those who prefer it (and overflow). Older children who can sit with their parents are welcome – 

unfortunately, this year we cannot have younger children attending because of the social distancing 

requirements.  

To reduce infection risk and to speed up the reading, “protests” at the mention of Haman will be curtailed.  

Individuals who are isolating, who have a health concern or are vulnerable should not attend. 

https://kesher.org.uk/donate/#give-donate


For those who are not coming to shul, if you have (or can acquire) a kosher megillah: 

o If you are able to read it at home – you should do so, on behalf of yourself and any 

household members who may be listening. It is fine to have someone reading along or 

correcting any mispronounced words. 

o You may also read alongside a ba’al keriah who is reading over Zoom or even from a 

recording (such as https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ijWkRYPepI). Please note that you 

will not fulfil the mitzvah simply by listening to this recording, but rather by reading along 

with him in a kosher megillah scroll at the same time. 

o In these cases – you should make all three berochos before reading the megillah, with 

everyone else present answering “amen”. (The berachah after the megillah reading is only 

said in the presence of a minyan). 

If you don’t have access to a kosher megillah and are unable to attend in person, there are authorities who 

maintain that one may rely on the minority view that permits listening online to a live reading. We intend 

to utilise the bit.ly/kesherminyan link for this purpose. Additional megillah readings are available live on US 

TV at this link: https://theus.tv/browse/purim2021. Do not say the berachot when listening to an online 

reading.  

Purim Feast (Se’udah) 

The mitzvos of Purim are to enhance the simcha and celebration of the day for yourself and those around 

you. Every person should have a festive se’udah (repast) during the course of Purim day (the mitzvah is not 

fulfilled at night). The minimal requirements are that bread is served and an additional food item be 

included. Wine and/or alcoholic beverage of your choice is naturally a menu feature. (Drink responsibly, as 

always.) Meat is appropriate but not essential. (Eat responsibly, as Shabbos [not to mention Pesach] is 

coming.) 

Strictly speaking the se’udah can be any time of day, however this year when Purim is on Friday, it is 

preferable that the meal starts before halachic midday (12:14pm), and concludes in good time to (recover 

and) prepare for Shabbos in a respectful way.  

Of course, this year, the se’udah must regrettably be enjoyed only in the company of your household 

“bubble“.  (So break out the bubbly.) 

Mishloach Manos 

The mitzvah of Mishloach Manos requires every Jewish adult to send at least two items of ready-to-eat 

food to a (Jewish) friend or relative. This must be done on Purim day (not at night). Although many enjoy 

giving mishloach manos to multiple/numerous friends and neighbours, the essential halakhic requirement 

is fulfilled as above. With well-founded concern for the spread of pathogens through person-to-person 

interaction, there are good grounds for minimizing the exchange of food portions this year. Deliver 

mishloach manos to the door without going inside. Consider only giving pre-packaged portions. Limit your 

giving to a reasonable minimum. 

Especially this year we should remember the Rambam’s exhortation: “It is preferable for a person to be more liberal 

with his donations to the poor than to be lavish in his preparation of the Purim feast or in sending portions to his 

friends. For there is no greater and more splendid happiness than to gladden the hearts of the poor, the orphans, 

the widows, and the proselytes. One who brings happiness to the hearts of the unfortunate resembles the Divine 

Presence, which "revives the spirit of the lowly and revives the heart of the despondent" (Is. 57:15). 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ijWkRYPepI
https://theus.tv/browse/purim2021


Matanos La’evyonim 

Every person is required to give gifts of money of at least a nominal sum to two needy people on Purim day 

(not at night). You can pre-arrange for someone to distribute on your behalf on Purim day. For this 

purpose, funds can be transferred online in advance (or via cheque, voucher or cash). As usual, I will be 

collecting and distributing on Purim Matanos la’evyonim to those in need, on your behalf. 

You can participate  

 via kesher website, designating your donation for “Purim Gifts for the Needy” 

 Through Achisomoch directly via https://donate.achisomoch.org/344 (designate as above) 

 Delivering an envelope to my home, 819 Finchley Road, NW11 8AJ. 

These methods may be employed (only) until 1:00pm on Purim day. 

May this month of Adar be one of transformation, as we zoom from gloom to bloom. 

Best wishes to all for a safe and convivial Purim! 

Rabbi Rashi Simon 

 

https://kesher.org.uk/donate/#give-donate

